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EUROPEAN

COMMISSION

EU Energy Policy for Better 

Buildings ïState of Play

Political and Economical Motivation¸

ÅEnvironment: Climate change: up to +6.4 Kelvin in 2100 (IPCC)

ÅFinancial and Economic Crisis: EUôs Economic Recovery

Å Social & Economic:Recent energy prices and their volatility

Å Security & Economy:EU Energy Import Dependency - Forecast:

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

total oil natural gas solids

2000 2010 2020 2030

2/13



2

The 20-20-20 EU policy
by 2020
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Role of the Building Sector¸
Á40 % of EUôs energy use

Á36 % of EUôs CO2 emissions

ÁCost-effective energy savings potential: ~30 % by 2020

Á9 % of GDP, 8 % of employment and ú2000 billion

annual turnover

ÁKey EU legislation:

Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

(EPBD, 2002/91/EC)
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Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive ïEPBD (2002/91/EC)
¸

Requirements - for Member States to specify and implement:

Á An integrated methodology to rate the energy performance of

buildings

Á Minimum energy performance standards for new and for

existing buildings that undergo major renovation

Á Energy performance certificates for buildings

Á Regular inspections of heating and

air-conditioning systems
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EPBD ïEnergy Performance Certificate¸

Example for Member Statesô room for manoeuvre:
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EPBD - State of Implementation
Å January 4, 2009 deadline for full implementation

ÅMajority of the Member States declared full transposition

Å By 26 January 2009 3 Member States are in the court

Å 12 Member States are under infringement procedure

¸

Implementation EPBD Article 7

(Energy 

certificates)

Article 8

(Inspection 

of boilers)

Article 9

(Inspection of 

air-conditioning 

systems)

Complete 6 17 16 14

Partial 14 2 0 0

Incomplete 4 5 8 10

Further 

investigation

3 3 3 3
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Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive ïrecast(1)
¸

Á Elimination of the 1000 m2 threshold for existing buildings when 

they undergo a major renovation

Eliminating/lowering of the threshold also for

- Display of Energy Performance Certificates in public buildings

- Assessment on installation of alternative systems for new build

Á Minimum energy performance requirements for new

buildings and major renovations:

Benchmarking to achieve cost-optimal levels
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Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive ïrecast(2)
¸

Á Strengthening the role and the quality of energy performance 

certificates ïi.a. quality checks and use of the performance 

indicator in advertisements for sale or rent

Á Strengthening the role and the quality of inspections (HVAC)

Á Addressing the public sector to act as leading example

Á Stimulating the market entry of low/zero carbon

and energy buildings, such as passive houses

Á Clarification/simplification of provisions and

definitions
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EPBD recast ïWhat shall e.g. happen?¸

Energy 

Class D

Energy 

Class D
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Energy Performance 

Certificate

http://images.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://www.adakeur.nl/userfiles/VB_EPAW_certificaat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.adakeur.nl/%3Fpagina%3Dtekst%26id%3D4%26subid%3D89&h=1110&w=782&sz=111&hl=fr&start=52&um=1&usg=__7tUUyO7pAQuDjoyQ-5wqJ_J9l8A=&tbnid=ipCx7ADzXrJkPM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=106&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEnergieprestatie%26start%3D40%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DN
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Support activities on energy efficiency
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¸
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Financing 

. EU Structural Funds : in 2007-13 about ú6 billion 

for RES and efficiency projects originally 

foreseen; new possibilities, esp. housing in EU-15. Collaboration with banks (EIB, EBRD and KfW) on 

energy efficiency. Economic Recovery Plan calls for urgent, 

coordinated  measures, notably in buildings ï

forthcoming possibilities for reduced VAT rates 

and "Green Taxation"

¸
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Impact of the EPBD recast

Á5 - 6 % saving of EU's total energy consumption

Á5 % saving of EU's total CO2 emissions

Á280,000 ï450,000 potential new jobs

ÁLow/zero, predominantly negative

CO2 abatement costs

¸
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WE NEED URGENT ACTION NOW

TO BOOST RENOVATIONS é


